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Take part in the Wild Ideas invention challenge!

The Macomb Intermediate School District has been working with Little Inventors since early
2021 to deliver exciting and creative opportunities for young people in Macomb County.

With Little Inventors and our community partners, we are infusing innovation by leveraging
children’s innate curiosity, honoring their inventiveness, and connecting them with industry

professionals in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields.

This year we bring you the Wild Ideas invention challenge! When humans create inventions
inspired by the amazing abilities of animals, it's called biomimicry. But even though
animals have incredible superpowers, they don't always have all the answers -
sometimes they need a little help solving problems, just like we do!
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What's the aim of the project?

The aim of Little Inventors is to allow students to express the far
reaches of their imagination.

We want to inspire students to think up and draw original, ingenious,
funny, fantastical, or perfectly practical invention ideas.
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What's in it for my students?

Students will be invited to draw and submit their own inventions to
appear on the online invention gallery, where they will be reviewed
by Little Inventors, MISD and our friends at Detroit Zoo.
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HammoGlow by Ariana, age 10 Brought to life by TARUS Products
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Learning content Aventors

Students will get creative about
how they can invent something

inspired by orto help an animal.
The activities will allow students

to gather information and

Students will explore a world of creative ideas to develop some T ot

animals through a creative lens, unique and exciting sparks l © pr.fssr ations arte d
covering habitats, food chains, of inspiration that will guide z%dso avalhz; he a5 rtl)arr? € y
biomimicry and threats. Using them on to designing their final VIGEe0s WhICh can be piaye

the presentations in the resource invention! directly to your students

to speed things up or used
for yourself to revise the
content.

pack you will introduce them
to creative thinking techniques
and teach them the content they
need to know to come up with
their own brilliant inventions.
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Resource pack checklist aventors

Use this resource pack checklist to make sure Challenge Launch Video

you have all of the core materials to deliver the
challenge!

Challenge Presentation

Activated Challenge Presentation

All resources are available at

et s S Inventor’s Log
misd.littleinventors.org/challenges/wild-ideas

Challenge Cards

Take Your Ideas Further

Your lessons and activities con
be adapted to sut qour specific
lkatning enuvitonmant and

stundanks’ needs
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https://youtu.be/b5TD-zZ0m3c
https://youtu.be/Nwz8ATH0z0o
http://misd.littleinventors.org/challenges/wild-ideas
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Digital teaching resources

The teaching material is divided into 3 parts, but all parts will be
found within one powerpoint - ‘Challenge Presentation’
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Part 1 Introduction to inventing Part 2 A world of animals Part 3 The Challenge

S - 60 Muns 60 - 90 rwns S - 10 mns

A narrated video version of this content can be found on the challenge microsite misd.littleinventors.org/challenges/wild-ideas
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Student activities
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Inventor's Log

{0 - 180
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Challenge cards

Now, cut up the cards and pick one. This will be your starting idea!
Use it to spark your imagination and start dreaming up something amazing.

What does this make you think about? What problem do you need to solve?
What invention can you come up with?

You can alse make up your own prompt!
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Challenge cards

Little®L,
IAvente

The Clalknge cards
conn be shared betwean

rMukiple  studants

The teacher video guide will take you through all of the activities included in the Inventor's Log CLICK HERE TO WATCH

misd.littleinventors.org


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xrhQTTTUWA

Little S
Video content All video content requireed for the challenge can be found at

misd.littleinventors.org/challenges/wild-ideas

ACTIVITY 1 8 Full screen

On the rurcosike ol Detroit Zoo | Connect with a Behavioral Husbandry Expert

fid muliple videos

ko shate wikh, out BZ Detroit Zoo | Connect with a Behavioral Husbandry Expert D =
_ ; Copy link 1/8
students to bring the

Lallenqe to e/

Videos include:

» Activated challenge

‘.--- - ‘A
presentation Watch on @Voulube g oer

i

e Discover Detroit Zoo

Meet Mary, a behavioral husbandry coordinator at the Detroit Zoo. Behavioral husbandry at the
Detroit Zoo means everything involving the care and well-being of the animals.

« Explore careers
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Extension activities for students who want to continue their great work. These activities can form many hours of additional learning and can be inserted

during classtime or at home.

Create a logo for your
invention

Make it colourful, bright and eye catching!

Take Aour idea Futther

This belongs to

W - |
LiteleBCIR —~n (
ﬂ @we @t‘ r Draw it here! \
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Take your ideas further Example activities

Prototyping the snack shoe!

Before he started, Dominic had to think about how big his invention was
going to be. He wanted it to be a life-size version!

2 Cuk & owt!

1 Praw the outhne of the
side of the shoe

'3\4'9\e

t Gwe the patts toqether.

S A tape ko
Qcute the patks,

S
and For decoration!

—
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’ /7> rMake Lolkes and tie ol
~ the amm peces
. koqether withh skring,

6 Use o Lok punch to
—— h
v“w - T—
7. Toge ko the

mside of the shoe

Youte done!
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If your students want to take their idea even further and take Q@WG@ .
FrO m 2 D to 3 D it from 2D to 3D thereis a series of helpful prototyping skills

videos available on the challenge microsite.

Catdboatd attist Lottie
Stk wil quide on
thtouql vations skils
that can tuma trash

nko treasure/

All video content can be found at misd.littleinventors.org/challenges/wild-ideas
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Tips on using the resources

The resources are designed to be worked
through in order with hands-on activities
sprinkled in along the way to keep engagement
high and creativity strong.
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In addition to the printed materials your
class will need:

« Pens and colored pencils
e SCissors

« Upcycled materials for students that
prefer to think with their hands rather

than sketching (e.g. cardboard boxes, plastic
bottles, pipe cleaners...anything destined for
trash that can be re-used to make a model)

 Additional materials for prototyping if
students want to explore the extension
activities

misd.littleinventors.org



?\o
Submitting your students ideas aventors

First name Age

Praw AOUT mnvenkion \\eve/ Use a black pen, add colors and labels 0/) W’

Scan all invention drawing sheets and follow the upload
instructions on our upload page to submit your ideas. oot oo menton o

Deadline —
March 25 2026

Anything else you want to tell us?

Upload your idea at misd.littleinventors.org to get feedback. u l ! - Lﬂi@{%ﬂ ‘5’%71
And who knows, it could be chosen to be made real! ::‘_: ﬂﬁwwﬂﬁ r~

oo [ The best Wdeas submitted will be pubished
a on the websike wikl Feedback From our
expetts! And sevetal Wdeas wil be bronglht

ko hte by a protessional maker/
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https://southtyneside.littleinventors.org/challenges/climate-action-heroes/upload

What next?

Celebrate all of the hard work
completed by the whole class. You
may want to explore ideas of how you
can showcase all of the inventions at
your school.

How about an invention exhibition?
You could invite the school community
to come and explore all of the
fantastic ideas!
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We're here to help

We wislh qou and 4our
studants the best of ek
with, the chalenqe and

If you have any questions or need any help please get in
touch with Ellie or Craig at Little Inventors -

hello@littleinventors.org

can't wank ko see tle

mvenkbions/
or the team at the MISD -

Lisa Rivard lrivard@misd.net

Mark Muzzin -~ MMuzzin@misd.net

Cronqy Elhe
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